
Older adults face a higher risk of serious illness and downstream effects from infections that 
vaccines can prevent. As we age, our immune systems naturally weaken, making diseases like 
influenza, pneumonia, shingles, and COVID-19 more dangerous and more likely to lead to 
hospitalization or long-term complications. Vaccination is one of the simplest and most effective 
ways to protect health, maintain independence, and reduce the burden on families and healthcare 
systems.  Yet many older adults remain under-vaccinated due to limited awareness, access barriers, 
or misconceptions about vaccine safety and effectiveness. Increasing vaccination rates among this 
population is essential for safeguarding individual well-being and strengthening community health. 
Now is the time to act. By raising awareness, improving access, and encouraging conversations 
between healthcare providers, caregivers, and older adults, we can ensure that more people receive 
the protection they deserve. A strong call to action is needed to prioritize and promote vaccination 
for older adults. 

 


